Amendments to the Claims 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for int e grating - pr ese ntment of bills and initiation of 
payments by -a -service provider via a communications-n e twork , comprising: 

transmitting, from a service provider via a communications network, first bill information 
representing - a - pteality of bills of a plura lity of hi t l er s , including information representing a first 
bill of the plurality of bills of a first of the a plurality of billers for a first payor of the plurality of 

receiving, at the service provider via the communications network, a first payment 
instruction from the first payor to pay the first bill based on the transmitted first bill information 
repr e s e nting the first bill and a second payment instruction from another a second payor to pay a 
payee , wherein the service provider does not transmit second bill information associated with the 
payee for the second payor bas e d on other than th e transmitt e d bill information ; 

initiating, at the service provider, a first payment of the first bill to the first biller based 
on the received first payment instruction; and 

initiating, at the service provider, a second payment to the payee based on the received second 
payment instruction. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

determinin g, at the service provider, a risk associated with one of the first payment to the 
first biller and the second payment to one of the first bill e r and the payee based on the received 
first or second payment instruction from a respective one of the first payor and the ©the? second 
payor; and 

selecting , at the service provider, a debit type from a plurality of debit types based upon 
the determined risk; 

wherein the initiated one payment corresponds to the selected debit type. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 2, wherein: 

the debit type includes is s elect e d from a group including (i) ACH debiting of a deposit 
account associated with the one payor, and or (ii) preparation submission of a negotiable 
instrument drawn on the deposit account associated with the one payor [[;]] 

if th e selected d e bit type is th e ACH d e biting, th e on e payment is initiat e d by on e of (i) 
directing ACH cr e diting of a deposit acc ou n t a s sociated with the on e of th e fir s t bill e r and th e 
pay ee wi t h funds from the deposit account associated with th e one payor, (i i) directing ACH 
crediting of the deposit account a s sociated with th e one of the first bill e r and the payee with 
fund s from a deposit account associated wit h the s ervice provid e r, (iii) direct i ng pr e paration of a 
negotiabl e instrument^ payabl e to th e on e of th e first biller and the pay ee, dra wn on the deposit 
account associated with th e sende e -provider, and (iv) directing another type crediting of the 
d e posit account associated with the on e of th e first b i lle r and the payee with fund s from th e 
deposit account as s ociated with the service provid e r; and 

if th e selected debit typ e is th e negot i abl e instrum e nt, th e one payment is initiat e d by directing 
preparation of the n e gotiabl e instrum e nt, payabl e to the one of th e first bill e r and the payee, 
drawn on th e deposit - account a s sociat e d with th e one payor . 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 1 , wherein: 
the payee is not one of the plurality of billers-j-and 

the second payment instruction to pay the other payee is not associated with any of the 
plurality of bills represented in the transmitted bill information. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 1 , wherein: the second payment 
instruction is associated with a paper bill which is n ot one of th e plurality of bills represent e d by 
th e - transmitted bill information . 
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7. (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 1, wherein the other payor is a second 
of the plurality of payor s , the pay e e is not on e of th e plurality of billers, and the tran s mitted bill 
information also repr e s e nts a s e cond of the plural i ty of bills of a second of the plurality of bill ers 
for the s e cond payor, and further comprising: 

transmitting, from the service provider via the communications network, third bill 
information representing a second bill of a second biller for the second payor; 
receiving, at the service provider via the communications network, a third payment instruction 
from the second payor to pay the second bill based on the transmitted third bill information 
representing the second bill; and 

initiating, at the service provider, a third payment of the second bill to the second biller 
based on the received third payment instruction. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 1 , wh e r e in th e other payor is a second 
of th e plurality of payors and the transmitt e d bill information includ e s information repr e s e nting a 
second bill of the plurality of bills of the first bill e r for th o o cc ond payor, and further comprising: 

transmitting, from the service provider via the communications network, third bill 
information representing a second bill of the first biller for the second payor; 

receiving, at the service provider via the communications network, a third payment 
instruction from the second payor to pay the second bill based on the transmitted third bill 
information representing the second bill; and 

initiating, at the service provider, a third payment of the second bill to the first biller 
based on the received third payment instruction. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 8, wherein the first paym ent and the 
third payment payments based on the first and th e second paym e nt instructions are initiated by 
directing a single consolidated payment. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 1 , further comprising: 
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transmitting, from the service provider via the communications network, third bill 
information representing a second bill of the payee for a third payor; 

receiving, at the service provider via the communications network, a third payment 
instruction from still -another the third payor to pay the second bill based upon the transmitted 
third bill information payee; and 

initiating, at the service provider, a third payment to the payee based on the received third 
payment instruction. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 1 0, wherein the second p ayment and 
the third payment payments based on th e s e cond an d the t hird payment instructions are initiated 
by directing a single consolidated payment. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Currently Amended) The method recited in claim 33 4-2, wherein the first payment and 
the third payment paym e nts based on the first and third payment in s tructions are initiated by 
directing a single consolidated payment. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) An int e grated bill presentment and paym e nt A system, comprising: 
a memory configured to store first bill information representing a first bill of a first of a 

plurality of billers for a first payor plurality of bills of a plurality of bill e rs for a p lural it y of 
payors, including information ^e pr e s e n ti ng a first of th e plurality of bills of a fi rs t of the plurality 
of billers for a first of the plurality of payors ; and 

a processor configured to direct transmission of the first bill information representing the 
first bill to the first payor plur ality of payor s, to receive a first payment instruction from the first 
payor to pay the first bill based on the transmitted first bill information repr e sentin g th e first bill 
and a second payment instruction from another a second payor to pay a payee, wherein the 
processor does not transmit second bill information associated with the payee for the second 
payor based on other than the transmitte d - b ill i nformation , and to initiate a first payment of the 
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first bill to the first biller based on the received first payment instruction and a second payment 
to the payee based on the received second payment instruction. 

15. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, wherein: the processor is further 
configured to determine a risk associated with one of the first payment to the first biller and the 
second payment to one of the fir s t biller and the payee based on the received first or second 
payment instruction from a respective one of the first payor and the other second payor, to select 
a debit type from a plurality of debit types based upon the determined risk, and to initiate the one 
payment based on the selected debit type. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system recited in claim 1 5, wherein the processor is further 
configured: 

to select the debit type includes from a group of d e bit types including (i) ACH debiting of 
a deposit account associated with the one payor, and or (ii) pr e paration submission of a 
negotiable instrument drawn on the deposit account associated with the one payor[[;]] 

directing ACH cr e diting of a d e posit a c count assoc iat ed with the one of the first biller and th e 
payee wit h funds from the d e posit account associated with the one payor, (if) directing ACH 
crediting of the deposit account associated with the one of th e first bill e r and th e p a y ee- with 
fund s fr o m a deposit account associat e d with th e s e rvic ei >ro - v i d e r r (iii) dir ec ting pr e paration- o f - a 
negotiabl e instrume nt, payable to the on e of the first biller and the paye e , drawn on the deposit 
a ecount-a s- soe i a te d with th e service provider, and (iv) dir e cting anoth e r typ e crediting - of - th e 
deposit account associat e d with th e one of th e first - b i l le r -a nd - th e pay ee w it h - fund s- from th e 
deposit account associated with the servic e provider: and 

if th e selected - d e bit - typ e i s th e n e gotiable instrument, to initiate the paym e nt by directing 
preparation of the negotiable instrum e nt, payable to the on e of th e first Ml le r -a nd - th e- pay ee- ? 
drawn on the deposit account a ss oc i ated wi fe- th e -en e- pay e F . 

17. (Canceled) 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) The system recited in claim 14, wherein: 
the payee is not one of the plurality of billers~-and 

the s e cond payment -instruction to pay the pay e e is not asso ciat ed with any of the plurality 
of bills repr ese nted in th e t r ansmitted bill information. 

19. (Currently Amended) The system recited in claim 14, wherein: the second payment 
instruction is associated with a paper bill w hich i s not one of the plurality of bills r e pr e s e nted in 
the transmitted bill information . 

20. (Currently Amended) The system recited in claim 14, wherein: 
th e other payor is a second of the plurality of payor s ; 

the s tored bill information includ e s the memory is further configured to store third bill 
information representing a second bill of th e plurality of bills of a second biller of the plurality of 
billers for the second payor; and 

the processor is further configured to receive a third payment instruction from the second 
payor to pay the second bill based on the transmitted third bill information representing the 
second bill, and to initiate a third payment of the second bill to the second biller based on the 
received third payment instruction. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The system recited in claim 14, wherein: 
the oth e r payor is a second of the plurality of payors; 

the stor e d bill information includes the m emory is further configured to store third bill 
information representing a second bill of the plurality of bills of the first biller for the second 
payor; and 

the processor is further configured to receive a third payment instruction from the second 
payor to pay the second bill based on the transmitted third bill information representing the 
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second bill, and to initiate a third payment of th e second bill to the first biller based on the 
received third payment instruction. 

22. (Currently amended) The system recited in claim 21 , wherein the processor is further 
configured to initiate the first payment and the second payment paym e nts based on the first and 
the second payment instructions by a single consolidated payment. 

23. (Currently Amended) The system recited in claim 14, wherein: 

the stored bill information do e s not include information representing a bill of the payee 
for the first payor; and 

the processor is further configured to receive a third payment instruction from the first 
payor to pay the payee feWi, wh erein the processor does not transmit the third bill information 
associated with the payee to the first payor, and to initiate a third payment of the payee bill to the 
payee based on the received third payment instruction. 

24. (Current Amended) The system recited in claim 23, wherein: the processor is further 
configured to initiate the payments ba se d - en t h e - seeon d a nd t h e t hird payment instructions 
second payment and th e third payment by a single consolidated payment. 

25. (Currently Amended) The system recited in claim 14, wherein: 

the stored bill information includes the memory is further configured to store third bill 
information representing a second bill of a second biller of-the-plurality ol' billers for the first 
payor; 

the processor is further configured to direct transmission of the third bill information 
representing the second bill to the first payor, wherein the first payment instruction is an 
instruction to pay both the first bill and the second bills based on the transmitted first and third 
bill information representing the first and the second bills; and th e proe ess or-i s -fuFth e r-eonfigur e d 
to initiate payment of the second bill to the second biller based on the received first payment 
instruction. 
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26. (Currently Amended) An integrated bill pr e sentment and paym e nt A network, 
comprising: 

a communications network; 

a service provider station configured to transmit to a plurality of payors a first payor via 
the communications network, first bill information representing a plurality of bills first bill of a 
first of a plurality of billers for the plurality of payors, inclu di ng information r e pr e s e nting a - fir s t 
of the plurality of bills of a firs t of th e plurality of billers for a first of the plurality of payors ; 

a first payor station, representing the first payor, configured to receive the transmitted 
first bill information representing the first bill via the communications network, to present the 
received first bill information representing the first bill to the first payor, and to transmit, via the 
communications network, a first payment instruction to pay the first bill; and 

a second payor station, representing another a second payor, configured to transmit, via 
the communications network, a second payment instruction to pay a payee , wherein the second 
payor station does not receive second bill information associated with the payee for the second 
payor from the service provider station based on other than th e transmitt e d - bill information ; 
wherein the service provider station is further configured to receive the first payment instruction 
and the second payment instruction via the communications network, and to initiate a first 
payment of the first bill to the first biller based on the received first payment instruction and a 
second payment to the payee based on the received second payment instruction. 

27. (Currently Amended) The network recited in claim 26, wherein: 

the service provider station is further configured to determine a risk associated with one 
of the first payment to the first biller and the second paym e n ts to one of the first biller and 
payment to the payee based on the r e c e iv e received first or s econd payment instruction 
transmitted by the payor station representing a respective one of the first payor and the s econd 
other payor, to select a debit type from a plurality of debit types based upon the determined risk, 
and to initiate the one payment based on the selected debit type. 
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28. (Currently Amended) The network recited in claim 27, toh e r - eempri s ing - ;- 

at least one of a first electronic payment processing network and a second electronic payment 
processing network; 

wherein the service provider station is further configured: 

to select a debit type from a group of debit types including (i) electronic debiting 
of a deposit account associated with the one payor, and (ii) preparation of submission of a 
negotiable instrument drawn on the deposit account associated with the one payor[[,]] 

if the selected debit type is the el e ctronic debiti n g r te - 4nitia te- the-ene - payment - %y 
one of (i) transmitting a directive, via the first electronic payment pro c essing network, to credit a 
deposit aceeum-assoc iated ■ wit h the one of the first biller and the pay ee with funds - from - th e 
depo s it - ac co unt ass ociated with the on e payor, (ii) transmitting --a d i r e ct i ve r via-the first electronic 
payment proc e s s ing network, to credit th e- deposit account associat e d with the one of the fir s t 
bill e r and th e payee with funds fr o m a d e posit account associat e d with th e s e rvice provid e r, (iii) 
directing preparation of a n e gotiable instrument, payabl e to th e o n e of th e fir s t biller and th e 
paye% drawn on th e deposit account associat e d with - the s e rvice provider, and (iv) transmitting a 

associat e d with the one of the- -first biller and th e pay ee with funds from the deposit account 
associated- with- th e s e rvice provid e r, and 

if the sel e cted debit type is the n e g otiab le instrument, to initiat e th e one paym e nt 
by directing pr e paration of the - n e got i ab l e instrum e nt, payabl e to the on e- of - the - first bill e r and 
the payee, drawn on the de posit account as s ociat e d with the one payor. 



29. (Canceled) 



30. (Currently Amended) The network recited in claim 26, wherein: 

the- oth e r- payor is a second of the plurality of p a y o r s; 
th e paye e is not one of the plurali t y - ef - bill or s ; 

the transmitt e d - bill- - information includes information re pr e s e nting a s e cond of th e 
plurality of bills from a second of the plurality of billers - to - th e- second payor ; 
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the service provider station is configured to transmit to the second payor via the 
communications network, third bill information representing a second bill of a second biller for 
the second payor ; 

the second payor station is further configured to receive the transmitted third bill 
information representing the second bill via the communications network, to present the received 
third bill information representing the second bill to the second payor, and to transmit, via the 
communications network, a third payment instruction to pay the second bill; and 

the service provider station is further configured to receive the transmitted third payment 
instruction via the communications network, and to direct a third payment of the second bill to 
the second biller based on the received third payment instruction. 

3 1 . (New) The method recited in claim 3, wherein the selected debit type is the debiting of 
the deposit account associated with the one payor, and the one payment is initiated by one of (i) 
directing crediting of a deposit account associated with the one of the first biller or the payee 
associated with the one payment with funds from the deposit account associated with the one 
payor, (ii) directing crediting of the deposit account associated with the one of the first biller or 
the payee associated with the one payment with funds from a deposit account associated with the 
service provider, and (iii) directing submission of a negotiable instrument, payable to the one of 
the first biller or the payee associated with the one payment, drawn on the deposit account 
associated with the service provider. 

32. (New) The method recited in claim 3, wherein the selected debit type is the submission of 
the negotiable instrument, and the one payment is initiated by directing submission of the 
negotiable instrument, payable to the one of the first biller or the payee associated with the one 
payment, drawn on the deposit account associated with the one payor. 

33. (New) The method recited in claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving, at the service provider via the communications network, a third payment 
instruction from the second payor to pay the first biller, wherein the service provider does not 
transmit third bill information associated with the first biller for the second payor; and 
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initiating, at the service provider, a third payment to the first biller based upon the 
received third payment instruction. 

34. (New) The system recited in Claim 16, wherein the selected debit type is the debiting of 
the deposit account associated with the one payor, and the processor is configured to initiate the 
one payment by one of (i) directing crediting of a deposit account associated with the one of the 
first biller or the payee associated with the one payment with funds from the deposit account 
associated with the one payor, (ii) directing crediting of the deposit account associated with the 
one of the first biller or the payee associated with the one payment with funds from a deposit 
account associated with a service provider, and (iii) directing submission of a negotiable 
instrument, payable to the one of the first biller or the payee associated with the one payment, 
drawn on the deposit account associated with the service provider. 

35. (New) The system recited in Claim 16, wherein the selected debit type is the submission 
of the negotiable instrument, and the processor is configured to initiate the one payment by 
directing submission of the negotiable instrument, payable to the one of the first biller or the 
payee associated with the one payment, drawn on the deposit account associated with the one 
payor. 

36. (New) The network recited in Claim 28, wherein the selected debit type is the debiting of 
the deposit account associated with the one payor, and the service provider station is configured 
to initiate the one payment by one of (i) directing crediting of a deposit account associated with 
the one of the first biller or the payee associated with the one payment with funds from the 
deposit account associated with the one payor, (ii) directing crediting of the deposit account 
associated with the one of the first biller or the payee associated with the one payment with funds 
from a deposit account associated with a service provider, and (iii) directing submission of a 
negotiable instrument, payable to the one of the first biller or the payee associated with the one 
payment, drawn on the deposit account associated with the service provider. 

37. (New) The network recited in Claim 28, wherein the selected debit type is the 
submission of the negotiable instrument, and the service provider station is configured to initiate 
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the one payment by directing submission of the negoti able instrument, payable to the one of the 
first biller or the payee associated with the one payment, drawn on the deposit account associated 
with the one payor. 
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